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Volume 10, Issue 4 
God Bless America!

Congratulations to Daniel Bellgardt, he is 
our “Employee of the Month for January 
2019. He works as a Forklift Operator 
under the direction of Rodney Kellison 
and has been with Affiliated since August 
2015. Rodney tells us that Daniel is a 
great asset to the team. “Daniel is hard 
working and very dependable. We know 
we can count on him to get the job done. 

He has no problem helping out his fellow 
co-workers even if it means coming in on 
his day off. I just can’t say enough about 
him,” boasts Rodney.   
 
Daniel received an Employee of the 
Month plaque from Randy Arceneaux, 
Affiliated Foods, CEO and President...

January Employee of the Month - Daniel Bellgardt
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Employee of the Month,  and Randy Arceneaux, CEO and 
Daniel Bellgardt President of Affiliated Foods     

All you need is love!
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925 Migalitos Christmas Coloring Contest 2018

For the past 10 years, Migalitos 
Supermercado’s has a wonderful tradition. 
Every December they hold a Christmas 
Coloring Contest for kids ages 4-12. #925 
Migalitos Supermercado #1 is located in 
Dallas, TX and #930 Migalitos 
Supermercado #4 is located in Garland, 
TX.  
 
Each store location provides the customers 
with 2 big posters regarding information 
about the Christmas coloring contest. 
When the costumers purchase their gro-
ceries, the cashiers inform them about the 
contest. They hand out the Christmas col-
oring sheets at that time. 
 
The only rule for the contest is for the kids 
to color the sheet and return it back to 
each store location. Once they are turned 

in, they post them near the entrance. The 
kids have a whole month to enter the    
contest.  
 
Once they collect all the coloring sheets, 
they hold the drawing the Saturday before 
Christmas day at noon in each of the store 
locations..The winner wins a bike, one for 
girl and one for boy.  
 
The faces on the winners faces say it all. At 
Migalitos they are very grateful to be able 
to have the Christmas Coloring Contest... 
Also at Migalitos, their vision is always to 
give back to their Community...Especially 
when it comes to their youth!!! 
 

The Affiliated Family News

“We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth for the future” ~ Franklin D. Roosevelt

Courtesy of Irma Sandoval / Migalitos
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Produce Announces - Rod Thompson Retires 

Congratulations to Rod Thompson on his retire-
ment. Rod worked in the Produce Department as 

a Retail Support contact. He began his career 
with AFI on July 26th, 1993. He had “25 Years of 
Service” with AFI. Family, friends and coworkers 
celebrated him with a reception held on January 
4, 2019. He was presented with a plaque and a 

check for years of service. 
 

Rod, thank you for your dedication and hard 
work for Affiliated Foods. May your retirement be 

filled with new adventures and                       
endless blessings! 

The Affiliated Family News

Danny Jackson, Retail Support; Rod Thompson and Miguel Herrera, Produce The Thompsons
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Planning and Engineering Announces - Jackie Garno Retires

Congratulations to Jackie Garno on her retirement. Jackie worked in the Planning and 
Enginering Department as a Retail Support Clerk. She began her career with AFI on December 

26, 2009. She had “8+ Years of Service” with AFI. Friends, family and coworkers all came 
together to honor her at a reception held on January 18th, 2019.  

 
Jackie, we wish you all the best in your retirement. We also thank you for your dedication and 

hard work for Affiliated Foods. May your retirement, be happy and blessed. God speed! 
 Affiliated Family News

L to R: Gayla Thompson, Rodney Rich, Store Planning and Engineering, 
Gayla Thompson and David Campsey, General Manager over                   

Print Shop and Engineering 

Happy Retirement

Groundhog Day 2019 - Report: Punxsutawney Phil did not see his shadow!!!

Punxsutawney Phil

Reference NOAA

Punxsutawney Phil did not see his  
shadow on February 2nd, 2019!!! He did 

not retreat back to his den. YEA!!!       
So get ready spring is on its way! 
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Above Above &&  beyond January  beyond January 20192019
The Warehouse Management System calculates time for each store’s order pulled by the Order Selector, based on an Engineered Labor 
Standard.  This process helps orders to be pulled in a timely manner. This time / standard must be met at 100% by the new hire in the first 90 
days to become “Qualified”.  Their next upgrade will be met when they reach “1 Year of Service”.  

Courtesy of Jimmy Ross / Director of Warehouse Operations, Ralph Telles / Dry Grocery Supervisor, Jeffrey Williams / Perishable Supervisor and James Canales / HBC Supervisor   

Perishable Top Pay: Jaciel Soto  Perishable Qualified: Austin 
Hoods, Tam Doang, Isai Martinez and Ezequiel Vences; Grocery Top 
Pay: Samuel Xirum, Anthony Johnson, Daniel Morales, Jose Virella 
and Joseph Ortegon, Qualified: Jose Lopez, Ronald Drew and 
Nickolas Howse; HBC: Qualified: Maria Gutierrez 
                     

Presidents Day February 18th

Washington's Birthday is a United States federal holiday celebrated on the third 
Monday of February in honor of George Washington, the first President of the 
United States, who was born on February 22, 1732. Since the Uniform Federal 
Holidays Act of 1971, its observance can occur between February 15 and 
February 21 inclusive. 
 
A food traditionally associated with the holiday is cherry pie, based on the leg-
endary chopping down of a cherry tree in Washington's youth. 
 
The cherry tree myth is the most well-known and longest enduring legend 
about George Washington. In the original story, when Washington was six 
years old he received a hatchet as a gift and damaged his father’s cherry tree. 
When his father discovered what he had done, he became angry and confront-
ed him. Young George bravely said, “I cannot tell a lie…I did cut it with my 
hatchet.” Washington’s father embraced him and rejoiced that his son’s honesty 
was worth more than a thousand trees. 
 
Ironically, this iconic story about the value of honesty was invented by one of 
Washington’s first biographers, an itinerant minister and bookseller named  
Mason Locke Weems.          National Cherry Pie Day - February 20th

Reference and excerpts, 
www.wiki.com and                 

wwwmountvernon.org

George Washington
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Spotlight on the Warehouse

Supe r b
Supe r b   J o b !

J o b !

Ab e lAb e l

Congratulations and “Superb Job”, to Abel 
Marquez, who is our newest “New 
Employee of the Month” for January 
2019… 
 
Abel works in Grocery Department under 
the supervision of Rafael Telles. He began 
with AFI on August 29th, 2018. 
  
Rafael said of Abel, “he is a hard worker, 
he always comes to work with a smile on 
his face and is never negative. Abel take 
very much pride in his job. He is that guy 

that you never have to worry if the job is 
getting done. Overall Abel is a great team 
player and a great employee.  
 
Abel welcome to the AFI Team and we 
look forward to his future with Affiliated 
Foods.” 
 Congratulations Abel on all your superb  
accomplishments and welcome aboard the 

  AFI Team!” 

Abel Marquez

EOM continued from page 1... 
  Along with Randy’s congratula-
tions on this honored achieve-
ment, Daniel will receive 250 
bonus points along with a $35 gift 
certificate for apparel from the 
Employee Portal. In addition, he 
chose two $25 gift certificates 
from The Plaza. 
 
Daniel’s hobbies include bowling, 
watching baseball and collecting 
baseball memorabilia. He is mar-
ried to, Mary Jo, and they share 
a three year old daughter, 
Breanna. Daniel enjoys spending 
time with his wife and daughter. 
They enjoy going to the park, 
mall, movies or bowling. Daniel’s 

favorite food is steak. His favorite 
movie is Rad.    
 
His wife and daughter have been 
the most influential people in 
Daniel’s life.  He says his wife 
and daughter have helped mold 
him into the man he is today and 
he cannot thank them enough for 
that. Reflecting upon his time at 
Affiliated, Daniel looks back at 
how much has changed for him. 
He began in Sanitation and 
worked his way up to Forklift 
Operator. He loves what does 
and feels that this is the best job 
he has ever had. Daniel’s goals 
for the future includes continuing 
to work hard and to purchase a 

home for his family.       
 
Congratulations to the following 
January Employee of the Month 
nominees for their hard work! 
Angela Archer and Maria Lopez 
 

The Affiliated Family News 

Employee of the Month  
January 2019 - Daniel Bellgardt

Courtesy of Jennifer Woods, HR

Employee of the Month of January 2019 continued... 

Chinese Lunar New Year February 5th - The Year of the Pig
Most people want to “bring home the bacon” in the form 
of a great job, business, or investment. And for these 
people, I have some great news… 
2019 is the Year of the Pig. 
 
The beginning of the Chinese New Year coincides with 
February 5, 2019, on the Western calendar. Also known 
as the Spring Festival, Chinese New Year the longest 
and most important celebration for Chinese families 

across the globe. 
 
Because the Chinese calendar is lunisolar—meaning it 
is based on both lunar and solar cycles–New Year’s is 
celebrated on a different date each year, with a different 
animal being placed at the center of attention. Put sim-
ply, the 12-year repeating cycle of the Chinese zodiac 
celebrates a new animal each year, and luckily for pigs, 
2019 is their year.            Excerpt from www.forbes.com 
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Bakery / Deli News

 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s hard to believe that is time for 
Valentine’s Day already, it seems 
like we were seeing pumpkins not 
long ago. The date is on a Thursday 
this year, so plan accordingly for 
school parties.  
 
Bakeries: This a good time to push 
strawberry and red velvet cupcakes 
if you have any in the freezer.  You 
may also want to push red velvet 
cakes as well.  Don’t forget the 
heart cakes. 
 
Pinterest is a great resource for 
ideas if you need some help on 
decorating the hearts. As I have 
been in stores for different holidays, 
I have noticed that stores still have 
holiday products in the freezer the 
week of the holiday.   
 
Customers usually won’t purchase 
Christmas colored cupcakes in  
 

January, 
so be sure and merchandise to 
shelf lifechandise to shelf life.  For 
instance if you are wanting to have 
your   
 
products last until February 16th 
and something gets 21 days you 
need to put them on the shelf 
January 27th. 
 
Deli Department: This is a great 
time to make strawberry trays with 
fruit dip, or just sell fruit dip by the 
pound.  A great fruit dip recipe is 
marshmallow cream, cream cheese, 
and strawberry glaze.  
 
Happy Valentine’s Day! Carroll 
 

Happy Sweet Valentine’s 
 
Yea, February is here and pinks, 
reds, purples and white colors 
should be all over the store and by 
this time you should have all your 
Valentine’s cookies, cupcakes and 
cakes on display all over.  
Remember that the first 2 weeks of 

February sales will be at least dou-
ble so we have to be ready.  You 
should set up a display of chocolate 
covered strawberries and display 
them in singles, 4ct and 12ct etc…, 
whichever you feel will sell better, 
and also big cupcake displays to 
accommodate the big Valentine’s 
Day party needs in schools and 
work places.  So don’t forget that 
you have to take advantage of 
these 2 weeks of sales in February.  

And on the 15th you should put out 
all your St. Patrick’s Day Cookies, 
ready for March.  Thanks,  Mario  
Happy Valentine’s Day 
 
Valentine’s Day is on Thursday, 

February 14th. Draw attention to the    
Bakery-Deli by decorating your 
departments to create a lot of 
excitement!!! Keep in mind that 
local restaurants will be packed. 
Here is your opportunity for extra 
sales!!!  
 
For those of you that have hot 
tables prepare some ribs and 
steaks, and let your customers 
know that will have special dinner 
plates if possible for Valentine’s 
Day. Your bakery must be ready 
with cupcakes, heart cakes and 
cookies. Have extra tables filled 
with these items show cased with 
balloons and decorations.   
 
Keep in mind that Ash Wednesday 
in on March 6th. Get you orders in 
now for fish, fish sales increase 
During Lent. Thank you, Robert

 Bobby Pena / Deli Specialist, 
rpena@afiama.com; Carroll Beeler / B/D 
Specialist, beeler@afiama.com; Mario 

Martinez / Bakery Specialist, 
mmartinez@afiama.com

RIBS!!!

Cakes

CupcakesCookies
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1401 Farmers Avenue 
Amarillo, TX  79118 

806-372-3851

“THANK YOU” to all who have contributed to the success of 
the Newsletter”!  A special thanks to Craig Ward, Kevin 

Fortenberry and Kim Street for their continued support and 
help!  

The Affiliated Family News 
 Cathy Gallivan / AFINews.  

If you have anything to contribute please e-mail the  
“AFI Family News” @ www.afinews@afiama.com

•2 small green peppers 
•1 c. stuffed olives 
•1 lb. Shurfine Sharp Cheese 
•2 Shurfine Eggs hard cooked 
•2 T. grated onion 
•few drops garlic juice (optional) 
•few grains Shurfine Salt 
•dash of Shurfine Black Pepper (freshly 
ground) 
 
 

1.Wash green peppers. Remove stem 
   end, pith and seeds. 
2.Put peppers, olives, cheese, hard  
   cooked eggs into food processor. 
3.Add grated onion, garlic juice and  
   seasonings. Mix well. 
4.Let stand in a cool place for a few  
   hours to ripen and mellow the flavor.

Courtesy of David Rudder / DeJarnett and Shurfinebrands

Sharp Dip for Chips

Humor

01/01/19

Sunday, February 03, 2019

    G
ame day Ready    G
ame day Ready


